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Detroit City and Suburbs
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Detroit’s history
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“Not all that long ago, Detroit was one of the richest 

places in the country, the citadel of the auto age, 

the "arsenal of democracy," the nexus of 

technology and innovation.  Today it struggles for its 

life…the estimated functional illiteracy rate in the 

city limits hovers near 50%.  The unsolved-murder 

rate is about 70%, and unemployment is around an 

astonishing 29%.”

John Huey, Time Inc, “Assignment Detroit” (2009)
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Detroit: Disaster or DIY paradise?



Street Art



Urban Farms



Source

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Percent_of_Vacant_Housing_Units_by_Census_Tract_in_Wayne_County,_MI_(2011).svg


Source

https://cityofdetroit.github.io/demo-tracker/




Tax foreclosure

It’s simple: Don’t pay property taxes for three years, 
and Wayne County forecloses on the property —

whether it’s a vacant lot or a crumbling warehouse. If 
an owner can’t take care of the delinquent taxes or 

get into a payment plan, the county auctions the 
house off.

https://nextcity.org/features/view/detroit-foreclosures-tax-auction-loveland-technologies-jerry-paffendorf
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Just like last year, over 60,000 properties are receiving 
tax foreclosure notices...And an estimated 40,000-

plus are homes with people living in them…
Every October, people wake up to find their homes 

auctioned off on the Internet.
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Loveland’s beginnings 
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Loveland’s first foray into Detroit real estate was a 
$500 vacant lot…It put 10,000 square inches up for 
sale at $1 apiece and called it ‘inchvesting’… “It was 
very much like an improv art project…” Paffendorf 

says. Some longtime residents raised eyebrows…but 
with it, Loveland was born.
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Loveland’s beginnings
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“We had enough people who were intrigued by the 
micro real estate stuff and heavily encouraged us to 

stop fucking around with something so playful, when 
we could do something so much more impactful.”
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Loveland today
www.makeloveland.org

http://www.makeloveland.org/


Why is it important?

Big data offers us a window on the world. But large 
and easily available datasets may not show us the 
world we live in…For data analytics to be useful, it 
needs to be theory- or problem-driven, not simply 

driven by data that is easily available.

https://theconversation.com/big-datas-streetlight-effect-where-and-how-we-look-affects-what-we-see-58122
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“The Tricycle Collective is a perfect example of using 
Loveland’s data to affect real people’s lives. [The 
founder] zeroes in on neighborhoods and uses 

Loveland’s maps to find homes that are in the auction 
and then goes and canvases those neighborhoods to 
talk with residents — preferably those with children 

— about their options.”
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Details

https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/detroit/2017/12/21/driving-detroit-michigan/813035001/
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Another example
https://www.antievictionmap.com/affordability
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