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About the course
The course introduces students to digital media 
and its use as a mode of representation and 
communication for design ideas. Not just as a 
presentation tool but a tool to support design 
development. Photoshop, Indesign and Sketchup 
are the particular digital tools used.

Aims and Approach
To seed a self-sustaining cross year student dialogue on approaches to Design 
Communication, to help reinforce a culture of sharing and mentoring. Via first introducing 3rd 
year students face to face with 1st years, and then secondly providing a social media space 
that facilitates a natural exchange of ideas.

The aim is that the whole school 4 year cohort of landscape architecture students will thus 
have an ongoing platform in which to introduce, connect and engage with eachother in a 
dialogue about design communications.

Reflections
Design Communications 2 is one of the few courses 
that could come close to being self-sustaining within 
the whole school student cohort, as all years can 
discuss communication issues with each other. 

Incubating a meta learning environment across all 
years, takes presentation questions out of one year 
where there might be competitive pressures to non 
disclose of communication tips and tricks, into other 
years where there is the possibility of a more 
mentoring and sharing relationship.

For the idea to gel it will take 3 years, as the original 
cohort moves through the course. With 1st year 
students being exposed to visual communication and 
3rd year mentors, and then as they themselves 
become 3rd years understanding their role as mentors 
within the school.

Outcomes
Six 3rd years have now spoken to the whole of the 1st year cohort. They spoke of their personal 
experiences with Design Communications and how they use them. The 3rd years put up their design 
projects and talked through what programs and approaches they had used to create their 
presentations, sketch books were also shared with the 1st years. 

The 3rd years also gave me feedback in the lecture about what they would have wanted in the course, 
they missed not learning Sketchup which was taught the previous semester for the first time and one 
3rd year also mentioned they would have liked to have learnt Illustrator. The 1st years asked questions 
easily of the 3rd years and I believe the talk will have a lingering and contextual benefit for them. 

The Facebook page has only being going 6 months. On Facebook student feedback has been the 
greatest impact so far, as students have identified class assignment clashes and possible issues within 
the course. It allowed one poorly attended lecture ( due to external assignment deadlines ) to be 
directly uploaded to Facebook. Extra-circular activites such as AILA meetings have begun being been 
posted by 3rd years.

With a large student body you have access to a larger brains trust than relying on one lecturer to 
identify possible course interaction issues and problems. It is also a stepping stone to the wider 
student body.

Course Design Competition 

https://www.be.unsw.edu.au/sta�-intranet/built-environment-course-design-competition

The closed facebook group connecting 1st year and 3rd year.  The closed group is nested within the UNSW landscape 
architecture Facebook page 

Information about a class tour is posted, and 
an AILA event

The 3rd years present their work in class and give context to the 1st yearsThe group is used to disseminate a lecture missed by half the class. 


