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Name of the direct supervisor of this project (if other than 
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Other CityFutures staff working on this project are Hazel 
Easthope, Laurence Troy, Chris Martin and Chris Pettit.  
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What types of skills would you prefer student applicants to have? (Please check all boxes as appropriate) 
Quantitative   
SPSS  
Excel    
NVivo  
GIS                          
 
 
 

Qualitative     
Library research skills       
Survey                                     
Interview skills                            
 
 
 
 

Design     
Digital     
Physical   
Model making      
3D modelling     
 
          
 

Other    
Please state 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMARY RESEARCH PROJECT INFORMATION 

Title of Project This house is not a home: exploring the use of residential property for non-residential uses in Sydney 

Project description and objectives  
This project investigates the extent and impact of non-residential use of residential property in Sydney, both in terms of macro-
level housing market effects and micro-level governance issues within individual properties. Issues to be considered include the 
impact of new disruptive technologies facilitating short-term letting; the impact of speculative vacancy on housing affordability; 
and the governance challenges associated with the use of residential property for short-term letting or illegal boardinghouses. 
This is a short-term pilot project designed to explore the potential for developing a larger, multi-year research project.  

Methodology  

The project involves both quantitative and qualitative elements – we would welcome a student who is willing/able to work on 
either, or both.  The quantitative element involves developing excel spreadsheets using data from InsideAirbnb.com and Rental 
Bond records to develop maps of short-term rental properties across Sydney. The maps will be built using CartoDB. The 
qualitative element involves a literature review, including a detailed media search and review of recent submissions to a 
government inquiry on short-term letting. Collection and analysis will involve the use of EndNote and systematic literature 
review strategies.  

Expected project outputs  

The primary output for the project is a journal article outlining the issues raised by non-residential use of residential property, 
and framing the required research agenda. It is currently proposed that this will be submitted to Cities journal.  In addition, the 
mapping produced as part of the project will be displayed on the new CityFutures ‘CityViz’ webpage and is likely to be picked up 
in a range on mainstream media outlets (the Conversation, Domain etc.)  

Student responsibilities 

There are three tasks a student researcher may undertake in association with this project: (i) providing assistance with the 
cleaning and analysis of data to develop maps for CityViz; (ii) literature review, including searches for national and international 
media on regulation and market effects of short-term letting (especially via Airbnb); and (iii) review and analysis of submissions 
to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry on short-term letting.  The student may work on any or all of these tasks as appropriate.   

Minimum student qualifications 

General familiarity with Excel and online databases like Factiva is preferred, but not essential.   
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https://cityfutures.be.unsw.edu.au/cityviz/
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/committee.nsf/V3ListSubmissions?open&ParentUNID=6B0EE6FD823BC1E8CA257EBA0083B344
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/committee.nsf/V3ListSubmissions?open&ParentUNID=6B0EE6FD823BC1E8CA257EBA0083B344

